
 

 
Vicious Vikings! 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome back from the summer break, after such an incredibly strange end 
of year, and an incredibly strange time for us all. Rest assured your 

children will quickly settle into the routine of life in Y5 but that we will be 
having a heavy focus on wellbeing and recovery in the curriculum as we 

all settle back into the ‘new normal’ and our aim is to support and 

encourage children and ensure we enable their resilience and emotional 
wellbeing.  

 

You will also have received an overview of the subjects that Year 5 are 
covering during the first part of Autumn Term. You will get a second 

overview for the second Autumn half term. The theme for this term is 
“Vicious Vikings”, which will form the basis for a variety of curricular links, 

focusing on History and Geography in particular  Science will be taught 

according to the objectives from the National Curriculum and will enable 
links with other subjects, in particular our Forest School sessions. These 

sessions will take place on a Tuesday afternoon with Mrs Alderman. 
 

The children will initially have P.E. on: 

Tuesdays (Forest School) 
Thursdays 

 
We would be extremely grateful if you could ensure that the children have a 

full set of P.E. kit (labelled if possible) in school on those days, to include 

well-fitting pumps or trainers. Please also ensure they have jogging bottoms 
and a jumper for when the weather gets colder. A separate letter will 

explain the clothes needed for Outdoor Learning, but they will be out in all 

weathers.   
 

Homework will be given to reinforce learning done in class. Homework books 
will be sent home with a grid of homework activities to be completed in any 

order over the course of the half term.  In addition, children may be set an 

online maths activity (doodle maths) linked to an area covered in class, 
for reinforcement. A notification will be posted on the Class Dojo Page to 

alert you to any doodle maths activities. 
 

Children are expected to learn their individual spelling lists on a weekly 

basis – some of these focus on certain sounds and some include words 
from the Y5/6 word list.  Any home support which you give the children is 

most welcome. It is definitely advantageous to encourage the children to 

read for half an hour every evening and to question them on what they 
have read. eg. “What do you like about the main character?”, “How do you 

know that the story is set in the past?” or “How do you know that the 
story is a science-fiction one?” etc. Some other questions can be found in 

your child’s reading diary – which we encourage them or you to complete 



regularly. They have the change to obtain reading badges from this. Please 

also encourage your children to revise their times-tables for instant recall. 
 

As you are all aware we are continually revising our procedures to ensure 
we are operating as safely as we can be in the current environment.  As 

part of these revisions we are amending our routines for home spellings, 

reading and homework. 

 
Home Spellings 

Teachers will send out the spellings in a PDF grid to your child’s portfolio. 

They will be tested in school on a THURSDAY and new spellings will be 
uploaded to the child’s dojo portfolio on the FRIDAY.  

 
Reading Diaries  

We do need to see Reading Diaries so that we can support you and your 

child with their home reading journey and therefore we will collect reading 
diaries in once a fortnight on a Friday and will check them  the following 

Monday.  This will mean you will have one week each fortnight without a 
diary at home but we are happy for you to up-date the diary with any 

weekend reads when it is returned to you on the Monday.  This will 

commence Friday 18th September.   Actual reading books will continue to be 
changed as needed.  

 
Homework books 

We will continue to collect these books in on Monday and will leave them 

48 hours before checking them and making comments on the work 
completed.  Books will then be sent home again on the Wednesday.  

If you would like to celebrate your child’s home activities in between books 

being looked at by the teacher please feel free to post a photo on your 
child’s dojo portfolio. 

 
 

 

Kind regards 

Miss Stephens, Mrs Carter & Miss Bonsu 
 

 
 


